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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
17.  “Paradise Regained—Victory at Last!”                
Scripture:  Revelation 21: 1-22:5
Theme:  “The confident hope for all Christians looks forward to the fulfillment of God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Introduction:
Like the quiet beauty of a sunset after a day of storms this next scene in the Book of Revelation stirs our hearts.  What a contrast with the thunder clouds of judgment, death and Hades and the lake of fire in the previous chapter.  The One who sits on the throne in heaven…the One who promised to bruise the head of Satan…the One who loved the world so much and gave His only begotten Son…the One who suffered, died, was buried, rose again, ascended into heaven…the One who promised to bring history to it’s God-intended conclusion…is the God who keeps His promises and now establishes His rule on earth.

As believers, we need to know that there will be a resurrection of every man, that a final judgment of all humanity will take place, and that there awaits eternity after death-eternity in torment with Satan, or an eternity in a new heaven and a new earth with the Lord.  We need to know that God redeems not only our soul, and our bodies, but also His creation.
In the closing chapters of Isaiah, God promised that He would “create a new heaven and a new earth”    (Is. 65:87)  which would remain before Him for ever. (Is. 66:22)  The fulfillment of this promise now unfolds in John’s vision of the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven to take its place on a renewed earth.  Notice that the emphasis here is not that of Greek dualism in which salvation consists of the Flight of the Human Soul  from the earthly and then transitions to something spiritual and eternal.  Rather the Bible’s concluding words places resurrected bodies on a redeemed earth, not in some heavenly realm removed from earthly existence.  In Christ, God comes to dwell with His creation once again as Paradise is regained. 

I.   GOD’S NEW DWELLING PLACE  (Rev. 21:1-4)    

1    What did John see once all the judgments had taken place?  (21:1)

· How do other scriptures describe this phenomena?  (Is. 65:17; 66:22;                    II Peter. 3:13)
·     What is significant about there no longer “being a sea?”  Is this literal or symbolic?  (Is. 27:1, Is. 57:19-21; Dan. 7:3; Rev. 13:1, 6-7)

2     What does it mean for a city to be adorned as a bride awaiting her husband?  Who or what is symbolized here?  (Heb. 11:10; 12:21-24; 13:14)
3     From vss. 3-4, how would you describe heaven?  (Is. 25:7-9)

II.  MANKIND’S NEW LIFE  (Rev. 21:5-8)          
1    In vs. 5 who speaks and what assurance does He give?  (Is. 65:17; II Cor. 5:17;           John 19:30)
·    What is claimed by the title—Alpha and Omega? Who claims it?               (Is. 44:6; Rev. 1:8;  16:17)
2     What reward is given to the overcomer (21:7; Rom. 8:37-39)
3     How are those described who are not sons and what is their fate?  (21:8;  Matt. 10:32-33; I Cor. 6:9-11; Heb. 12:14)

4     What is the second death?   (21:8; 20:14)

III.  MAN’S NEW DWELLING PLACE  (Rev. 21:9-21)           
1   Who now comes to John (17:1) and what does he do with him?  (21:9)  
2   Why do you suppose that the Bride of Christ (the Church) is described here as a city, especially Jerusalem?  (Is. 48:1,3; 87:1-6; John 1:14; Heb. 11:9-10)
·    What in particular is it about the city that John and his readers are meant to notice?
·    As  you read these descriptions of the city, what does it tell you about the church?  (22:10-14)
3     What is suggested by the fact that the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles are mentioned in close connection?  (22:10-14)  
4     What is the significance that the New Jerusalem is shaped like a cube?                    
IV.  MAN’S NEW LIFE OF FELLOWSHIP AND WORSHIP  (Rev. 21:22-22:5)
1     What three things are excluded in the New Jerusalem?  (21:22-27) Why?
·     In light of what we have learned thus far in Revelation, how do you understand Rev. 21:24?
2     What are three inclusions that heighten worship?  (22:1-5)
·      How would you explain the significance of these three inclusions and how can you conclude from vv. 1-5 that Paradise has been restored?
APPLICATION

What behavior patterns do you need to change knowing that the God this universe    seeks to dwell in you—right now?
